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Abstract

This study was conducted to explore the characteristics of learner who showed free riding behavior
in online collaborative learning. For this, 290 students from three universities in the metropolitan area
were studied. The collected data are as follows. Learner characteristics are learning strategy, learning
motivation, academic retardation behavior, and learning disposition. Interaction distinguished between
frequency and type of message. Interaction levels were collected with frequency. The subjects with
less than 5 interaction frequencies were defined as free-riding students. 43 students were classified
as free riders. Learner characteristics were analyzed by cluster analysis. As a result, the learner
characteristics were divided into five groups. All the free riding students belonged to 4 groups. The
learner characteristics of 4 groups are as follows. First, the level of the learning strategy is very low.
Second, learning motivation has a high tendency toward performance - oriented approach and high
tendency to avoid performance. This tends to deliberately avoid learning. Third, the level of delayed
behavior is high. This is deliberately putting off student activities. Fourth, learning tendency is high in
academic anxiety, task value, self efficacy and learning belief are very low. This is a lack of confidence
in learning.
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