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Childbirth and Socioeconomic Status Changes in Korean Women: Using
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess the impact of childbirth on socioeconomic status changes
of women. Data were collected from Korean Health Panel (2008-2015). A difference-in—differences
model with propensity score matching was applied to assess the impact of childbirth on socioeconomic
status changes. As a result, variables showing significant differences in the interaction terms indicating
the impact of birth were the savings, economic activity, and occupational status. The impact of birth
were significant in decreasing the amount of savings and negatively affecting women's economic
activities, but in increasing the probability of full-time and regular employees in occupational status.
Childbirth appears to have a negative impact on the home economics and socioeconomic status of
women. The belief that home economies can be stabilized even after childbirth should be established,
and a long—term and sustained support plan should be set up to realize this belief.
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