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A Reconsideration of Christian Democratic Civility in the New Normal Era
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Abstract

While Coronavirus (COVID-19) is popular all over the world, democratic citizenship is strongly
highlighted as a factor that has enabled the Republic of Korea to successfully prevent it. Democratic
citizenship can also be understood as a civility, which means respecting the individual's individuality,
value and freedom, but at the same time pursuing common good based on healthy relationships with
others in the community. It is true that despite the need for modern Christianity to practice this civility
more gracefully and politely in the public sphere, some churches and Christians have failed to show
it during the Corona crisis. Under these circumstances, this study made the following suggestions for
the realization of communality through the practice of democratic citizenship beyond the privatization
of modern Christianity. First, Christianity needs recognition as a public church and theological
establishment of it. Second, modern Christianity needs to recognize the importance of a network
society and practice public good more than ever. Third, modern Christianity should be able to provide
a new lifestyle for the development of public character in the community. So the New Normal-era
church should be able to restore its original churchlikeness by having a Christian identity and
communicating gentlemanly in the public domain.
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