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A Study on the Mediating Effect of Empathetic Capabilities in the Relationship
Between Attachment to Parents and Behavior Problem
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The purpose of this study is to examine the structural relationship between parental attachment,
behavior problem, and empathetic capabilities. For this study, the researcher chose the study
participants among the North-Korean defector high school students who are currently attending high
schools. The survey was conducted over the period from April 4 to June 10, 2020. A total of 257
questionnaires were used for this study. The data of this study were analyzed using SPSS 23.0 and
AMOS 23.0. The findings of this study were as follows; First, the parental attachment of the juvenile
North Korean defectors had a negative impact on delinquency. Second, the parental attachment of the
juvenile North Korean defectors had a positive impact on empathetic capabilities. Third, the empathetic
capabilities of juvenile North Korean defectors had a negative impact on delinquency. Fourth, in the
relationship between parental attachment and delinquency, the empathetic capability was shown to
have a significant mediating effect. This study showed that, in the perspective of social welfare or
psycho-therapy, it is necessary to develop various programs to enhance the empathetic capabilities of
juvenile North Korean defectors while helping them form a healthy attachment to their parents in order
to reduce their delinquency.
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Capabilities | Mediating Effect |
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