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A Study on the Effects of Companion Animals on Humans
: Based on the Tale of a Righteous Dog in Hongseong
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Abstract

This study analyzes the effects of companion animals on humans based on folk tales of righteous
dogs in Hongseong. By targeting the theses and Hongseong righteous dog tales for this purpose,
analyses of Ethnography and FGI(Focus Group Interview) were used among Qualitative Research
Methods. According to research analysis, the impact of companion animals on humans was analyzed
as emotional, economic, and cultural and environmental effects. In the case of emotional impact, the
effect of companion animals on social sentiment is analyzed to have a positive effect in various classes,
ranging from children and adolescents to the elderly and the socially vulnerable. On the economic
aspect, SWOT analysis was attempted in connection with the rapid expansion of the companion animals
industry, as represented by the Petconomy market, and analysis was attempted by focusing on cultural
campaigns and tales that appeared in various cultural and environmental influences. The results of these
studies suggest that this study is one that adds depth to the fact that it is the first attempt to analyze
the culture and technology of companion animals, that it triggers the contribution of community
development by analyzing the symbiotic relationship between companion animals and humans through
the specific region, and that pets will have an emotional positive impact on human life in the era of
the Fourth Industrial Revolution, when individualism will be maximized.
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