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The Extrinsic Characteristics of the Imaginary Friend in the Picture Books
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Abstract

This research is to study about the extrinsic characteristics of imaginary friends in the picture books
which are published in Korea and its publishing trend. At first, the pioneering country which is
publishing picture books telling about the imaginary friend belongs to the western countries, and some
part of them are printed in Japan and Korea among east asia, and its story is most likely fiction, since
2000, the picture books about the imaginary friends have been steadily published. Secondly, its extrinsic
characteristics among them are the gender, name of the main character and his/her imaginary friends,
and whether the imaginary friend present themselves, their physical types, and the numbers of
imaginary friends in the picture books. The percentage of gender between man and woman who is
more likely to have the imaginary friends in the picture books are higher to girls than boys, and their
imaginary friends are to be called by the intimate or unique name rather than the its general name
and/or the name reflected by it appearance, and the imaginary friend are only visible to the main
character, and its type are widely ranged from animal, human, and others in frequent order, and the
main character tend to have only one imgainary friend rather than to have multiple ones.
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