https://doi.org/10.5392/JKCA.2020.20.02.300

LIAIM HIEL0| B3t ASEHIAER o

An Intertextual Approach to Narcissa Benbow in Sanctuary, Sartoris
and “There Was a Queen”
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Abstract

Recent studies on William Faulkner's female characters have overcome much of the stereotyped and
dichotomous approaches of the past by uncovering their subversive characteristics. Nevertheless, they
still present some limitations in regards to analyzing the characters based on individual texts. This paper
attempts an inter-textual approach to Narcissa Benbow, the central character of Sanctuary, Sartoris and
“There Was a Queen.” In Sanctuary, Narcissa, a young widow of a Southern aristocratic family, harshly
accuses her brother Horace, a lawyer of taking a murder suspect's wife and her infant child to their
old house. She is afraid that their existence could harm the reputation of her family and herself.
Eventually, she kicks them out of the house. In contrast, she is described as being friendly and calm
in Sartoris. In addition, in "There Was a Queen," Narcissa makes an attempt to get an obscene letter
back from an FBI agent in exchange for a sexual favor in order to prevent the letter from being
disclosed. This paper takes into account the possibility of seeing these incoherent or even contradictory
aspects of her characterization with a consistent view. This confirms that an inter-textual approach is
needed to properly understand those round female characters created by Faulkner.
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“Youre just meddling!” his sister said,
her serene face, her voice, furious.
“When you took another man’s wife and

child away from him I thought it was
dreadful, but I said At least he will not
have the face to ever come back here
again. And when you just walked out of
the house like a nigger and left her I
thought that was dreadful too, but I
would not let myself believe you meant
to leave her for good. And then when
you insisted without any reason at all
on leaving here and opening the house,
scrubbing it yourself and all the town
looking on and living there like a
tramp, refusing to stay here where
everybody would expect you to stay and
think it funny when you wouldn’t; and
now to deliberately mix yourself up
with a woman you said yourself was a
street-walker, a murderer’s woman.” (93)
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“Dont you see, this is my home, where
I must spend the rest of my life. Where
I was born. I dont care where else you
go nor what you do. I dont care how
many women you have nor who they
are. But I cannot have my brother
mixed up with a woman people are
talking about. I dont expect you to
have consideration for me; I ask you to
have consideration for our father and
mother. Take her to Memphis. They say
you refused to let the man have bond
to get out of jail: take her on to
Memphis. You can think of a lie to tell
him about that, too.” (144)
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At every breath his side stabbed him
with hot needles, so he was careful to
. And this, this
wasn't anything: just a few caved slats.

breathe shallowly. . .

Patch up his fuselage with a little piano
wire in ten minutes. Not like Johnny.
They were all going right into his thighs.
Damn butcher wouldn't even raise his
sights. (9182} = 189)
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She stood at the steps, where Narcissa
Benbow joined her, bringing with her
like an odor that aura of grave and
serene repose in which she dwelt. . . .
Narcissa Benbow wore gray, and her
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eyes were violet, and in her face was
that tranquil repose of lilies. (49)
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So there were left in the house only the
first John Sartoris’s sister, Virginia, who
was ninety years old and who lived in a
wheel chair beside a window above the
flower garden, and Narcissa, young
Bayard's widow, and her son. (“There Was

a Queen” 727)
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On the next afternoon Benbow was at
his sister's home. It was in the country,
four miles from Jefferson; the home of
her husband’s people. She was a widow,
with a boy ten years old, living in a big
house with her son and the great aunt of
her husband: a woman of ninety, who
lived in a wheel chair, who was known as
Miss Jenny. (17)
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“So they were out in the world. They
were somewhere. I was crazy for a while.
I thought of people, men, reading them,
seeing not only my name on them, but
the marks of my eyes where I had read
them again and again. I was wild. When
Bayard and I were on our honeymoon, I
was wild. T couldn’t even think about him
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alone. It was like I was having to sleep
with all the men in the world at the same

time.” (739-740)
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‘T had to do it. They were mine; I had
to get them back. That was the only way
I could do it. But I would have done more
than that. So I got them. And now they
are burned up. Nobody will ever see
them. Because he can’t tell, you see. It
would ruin him to ever tell that they even
existed. They might even put him in the
penitentiary. And now they are burned

up.” (741)
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It was the boy who told her. He came
into the room in fresh clothes, his hair
still damp, though neatly combed now.
She said no word as he entered and came
to her chair. “We been in the creek,” he
said. “Not swimming, though. Just sitting
in the water. She wanted me to show her
the swimming hole. But we didn't swim. I
don't reckon she can. We just sat in the
water with our clothes on. All evening.

She wanted to do it.” (737)
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