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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the effects of social connectedness on depressive symptom focusing
on the comparison between the rural and urban elderly. Data from ‘Korean Social Life, Health and Aging
Project: KSHAP' was used for analyzing. The analysis included 948 rural elderly and 982 urban elderly.
The results showed that urban elderly's depressive symptom level was higher than rural elderly's.
Depending on the subcomponent of social connectedness, there were differences in the influence on
the urban and rural elderly's depressive symptom. It has been confirmed that only loneliness has
affected urban elderly people, and that appraisal social support and loneliness have affected rural elderly
people, and that belongingness social support has not been significant in both groups. Findings from
this research have some implications for intervention endeavors in reducing depressive symptom of
older people.
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