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A Cross—Cultural Study of the Spiral of Silence Theory with
Individualism—Collectivism and Uncertainty—Avoidance
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Abstract

This study explores how fear of isolation and willingness to speak out are affected by cultural values.
The cross—cultural studies on the spiral of silent theory were conducted mostly in Eastern and Western
countries and compared the results. It attributed to the results to the "individualist-collective" attitude
difference. However, it did not explain the differences in the same individualism societies as well as
in the collectivism societies. Thus, this study examined the impact of cultural values on the spiral of
silence theory with ‘individualism—collectivism’ and ‘uncertainty—avoidance’. To that end, the current
study conducted online surveys in India, South Korea, the United States and Spain where have different
levels of individualism, collectivism, and uncertainty—avoidance. As a result, individualism contributed to
lower the fear of isolation, and collectivism and uncertainty avoidance have raised the fear of isolation.
Besides, individualism and uncertainty avoidance also reinforce the willingness to speak out, while fear
of social isolation has been shown to weaken the willingness to speak out. The study also found that
fear of isolation has the mediated effect of individualism and collectivism on the willingness to speak
out.
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