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Abstract

This study aimed to explore goals and development process of Child-youth Friendly Cities certified
by UNICEF Korea and to provide a research basis for promotion and development of Child-youth friendly
cities in Korea. Researchers conducted in—depth interviews with experts in two cities designated as
UNICEF Child-youth Friendly Cities in early days. The findings showed that in order to successfully build
and maintain friendly cities for children and youth, active interest and efforts of local governors and
government officials for promoting friendly cities and policy enforcement based on four principles of
child rights were required as prerequisite. In relation to managing Child-youth friendly cities, two cities
selected as cases of this study provided universal social welfare programs for children and youth and
expanded after-school care services for local students. Moreover they tried to promote decision making
and protect rights of children and youth by allowing them to participate in community programs. The
important distinctions of these cities were that they established a department exclusively for children
and youth and closely cooperated with experts in private sectors. However, participants agreed that
there should be more comprehensive and multilateral approach for building Child-youth friendly cities,
adoption of incentive system for certification of Child-youth friendly cities and more active promotion
of the UNICEF project. In conclusion, the researchers proposed policy implications.
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