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Politeness Strategy in German Communlcatlon: Focusing on Politeness
according to Familiarity
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Abstract

This paper examines the types and functions of politeness in German communication and how
politeness strategy can be realized. ‘Politeness’ is not a grammatical terminology in German, but it can
be found in many places in grammar. The criteria for politeness are not only organized according to the
rules of the language system, but the boundaries are ambiguous because non-language factors affect
communication. Politeness is an important strategic element as well as social value. The polite
expression first appears in the grammatical level of invariant with the form of address according to the
familiarity between the conversational parties, verb modus, and modal particle. Modal particle with
familiarity is considered to be a positive politeness strategy that limits the listener's speech by
weakening or avoiding face threatening act. Modal verbs is classified as polite expressions that do not
impose a psychological burden by not forcing the listener to make a direct request. The results of this
study are therefore expected to suggest a rationale for empirical research on politeness in German
communication.
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SN AT thH DA Tk J1asta 5
Ak, AR AFUACI NS B R B0 9
R @ 4 ok oAl e, 027 2l Wk o]
webA] Aol Ao REE R4 e A3 B
o Agkl Aolct,

2. =M 3 (modus)
du - Sie7} YEHZ ¢ BF9 7|52 At
I o = YA, Fo] 7]Eo] o] 9 EA}

AfFUAlel oA BRFEXTS SFHA et &

AS] A ARl 875 HHAY 885 HE
A7 EAE LA gA e T 5 e B0
oH15].

olelet S SRR ALES Eio du - Sie
B4 Uehd % itk 3 BARE Folst vt
A2 BAE BEII HAe] ek a7 EE WS 5
oA IT& HECE ARgHET} wirden, kénnten,
diirften, hitten, mochten, wiren %012 would,
could, may, would, would like, would be%} 1 7]
S Yu|7F ARt o FRolA Y= 3P 54t
= AAtElA AREAQ L3kE gotuA A7 FAe
2 &S 9vto e 4AEd ReEE o7l o
2ol HAHE Hiegich gHdo] A&RolAs 419 H
T AshE Bk $FkA ®dske SR S 3
71solgaL & & Qi o] I oy d7o] §
HE AeEoR, B P304 848 Ese=
Sloh= FHIE TH SRl &3tk

- Wiirden Sie bitte ...? (= Would you please
)

- Diirfte ich ..? (= May I ..?)

- Sie koénnten vielleicht ..? (= Maybe you
could ...7)

- Ich wiirde sagen, dass ... (= I would say, that

)

Bl B gt AsE dolHoz Ay
REYA FFSE Rolck dish o] AR dig
& Sfuiehe S At B Pl vlio] v

Qdolof g}, 71 thgo] B Aol FoH, SRl A
2o} 71&o] yrx] ket ik wEbA Sk SAL
= ARFUACIANA Uehhs B A9 H4 T
(minimal unit)[26]'2 E5E7|%= it}

T2t ol2fgt FEj7t 11 ol Adsdo] £HSHA|
& = TE 3EoR E 4 gtk 31 BAE Be
1 Rzo] tiA|E ZRA oA FE0E ofsE A
T 1 AAR FES UEA 3 g QlolA Zx
H ARYUACIHLR o]ojd £ k= 27} 7] o
Zolth =0l o3t FEHiEo] ol Ax 9 F&vE
UetlieA] Aoz A3td vt A9l Qich

3. Y4 S modal particle)

EYoje EHIAPL Hie F5EE dojolth. 3] <
g EHSA = SUo7t Ad 5583 #EoE 1 7)E
= e olet FAIH o2 H|wslr] vl ofYtt. o]
Fe= ZolAET A4 A 2ol=d], o= &
3to] ofuj7t Aol A Fsto] EHA Quiet of
2A Agd & 7] giZolt) o5 BE EAolA
Uehd 5= AT 12 3l wet oL omizp AR
o2} A5 Uehds A B3 aber, auch,
bloB, denn, doch, eben, eigentlich, einfach,
etwa, halt, ja, mal, noch, nur, ruhig, schon,
iberhaupt, vielleicht, wohl (= but, also, just,
because, yves, just, actually, simple, about, stop,
yes, sometimes, still, just, calm, already, at all,
maybe, well)[15] SoJc}.

P A= AL, AL FEAL &AL 5 o
Al dolHor WHSF] Hizol s&°l9o AE
o|F1l Ut wEhA FARERE oflg} B Y E
el whE 11 oS metshr]st 18 fA] gt o]
=2 A O E 4 WolARt Uehube, oiRE Fut
(thema), & M2& JRE AGsl= To] ol =35t
of 24 AAll = £k

Al &2 sl A A} Sie haben (ja) geraucht. (=
You smoked.) °] #°lA4 ja (= yes)= F 7] FH
£ AR stk Aie] gHlE Hiths AR
e RO EAO|AL, tE s FAE JHlE
ISt AMS 317 4 952 AR 22
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st © AWHEA} Der Vortrag war (ja/aber)
interessant! (= The lecture was interesting!). 7]
Al ja2t abere= AR w¥HE 4= QIARE TEH |7t
g2t oA HE, ja (= yes)E RIS Hsk= o7t
AFS Aol oAt 235]2 A9|SlolA ==
izt "k aber (= but)= 7] Fule 2 o4t
AT, ABZtET} o Au]iivks ®3 otk o] XY &
A Bt 3R 28 Zlea weste] Z4le] A
Ay AZrS 94850z Hohe 75S 2t
olfgt 752 FATt tiztol| It AAAHL
S ofold 4= A Fth ojwf P B A
oA FLF BA7IE Z=rH27]. mEbA Qi e
2 FALHA AREE A EHsAE RS HiEst
I AT 7] AlE BAE AL 5 e FRieE A
FUACIAE HolA ske 712FQ F8 TARS
[28]'}1 Aolth. WIE &5 FA ERSAITT oEA
Z+-8-5H=A] mal (= once) 5 AW HEAL malZ A
oot g B0 R 7P @ol 2ol A EW
SHAE F9 sttolth. o= Y oxE HEsHA A
ot Zlo] ofyzt 258 EAgety R stA yE
Wogx AdHoA RS ol 1S A3t
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Aol At M IS sk FuiAl(catalyst)
[28/'alE it AAo] P BRI whd sk
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45Z Fasgeto] BAE MAdske 716 AT
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