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The Influence of Social Relationship on Adaptive and Maladaptive Game Use
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Abstract

This paper uses Preliminary Surveys of Game User Panels conducted in 2019 to examine how social
relations that young game users held affect game use. In particular, we analyzed how social relations
of youth affect adaptive and maladaptive usage of game. According to the statistical results, the quality
of the relationship between users and parents and that of the relationship between users and their
friends do not have consistent effects on the degree of adaptive and maladaptive game use. Also, the
results suggests that game-related information can play as a double—edged sword for young game
users by reinforcing the degree of adaptive and maladaptive game use. The results implies the
possibility of interaction between adaptive and maladaptive game using behavior as an interpretative
framework in social context rather than mutually exclusive mechanisms.
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