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Abstract

Suicide is one of the major social problems in Korea, and its suicide rate is highest among the OECD
countries. It has been reported that employment instability in labour market is causal factor of suicide
ideation. Because the unemployed and temporary or part-time workers are reported to have high level
of suicide ideation due to unstable job security, and they are likely to be a high risk group for suicide,
it is necessary to do in—depth research on the effect of job stability on suicide ideation and the
protective factors. For this purpose this study investigates the relationship between employment status
and suicide ideation, and examine the moderating effect of family function. Data of 1,235 adults from
the national-wide ‘Longitudinal Study of Suicide Survivors’ Mental Health were analyzed. Employment
status were associated with the level of suicide ideation(B=-.904, p{.001), and the level of suicide
ideation was the highest in the unemployed group. And the moderating effect of family function was
statistically significant(B=-.218, p<.05), and good family function buffers the effect of unstable job
status on suicide as a protective factor. Based on these findings, policy and practical implications for
suicide prevention for precarious employment from the family dimension are discussed.
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