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Analysis of North Korean Primary English Curriculum
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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze and introduce the primary English curriculum of North Korea reformulated
according to the New Educational Program. Sources for analysis are the 4th and 5th primary school
English syllabus based on the New Educational Program, explanations of the New Educational Program
appeared in People’s Education and Kim, Jeong-IlI's selected writings. The analytical sources are
classified into characteristics, objectives, contents, methods and evaluation. The findings are as follows:
The primary English education aims to reach to the basis of middle school English by learning English
alphabets and basic English expressions. 4th graders learn basic oral English such as pronunciation,
stress and intonation for the first semester and learn English alphabets and their sounds for the second
semester. 5th graders learn familiar topics in English and repeatedly practice the important components
of English such as pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar. The method is to maintain students’
interests in English and encourage students to use classroom English. Also, structural practice is an
important part of the method. Evaluation is primarily process—oriented and must motivate students to
excel in English rather than fail in English.
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