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Exploratory Study on Small Group Network Change
: Focusing on College Student Overseas Field Trip
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out how college students overseas field trip group’s social
network exist, how the network change during the travel period, and how they are related to trip
satisfaction, school involvement and peer relations. College students have an unprecedented school
adaptation problem, which is questioning college education practices and measure should be taken.
Since travel provides a strong bond with the group of participants, in a similar vein, students' overseas
trips are also assumed to strengthen solidarity of students. For 31 trip participants, survey was
administered to find out the existence of a distinctive network structure, its changes, and its impact
on related variables. First, the network structure of the field trip existed explicitly, in which student
representatives held their position in degree centrality. Second, network structure has changed before
and after the trip, which is due to the social interaction between participants. Third, the effect on trip
performance variables was marginal, even if some participants move to centrality. Forth, field trip
satisfaction, school involvement, and peer relations were significant correlated. At the end of the paper,
the implications and limitations of the study were included.
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