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Abstract

The present study investigated the characteristics of perpetrators/victims of verbal abuse in
childhood, and analyzed sociopsychological factors affecting verbal abuse. Based on child abuse cases
between 2010 and 2015 collected from Public Prosecutors’ Offices nationwide, we investigated 154
cases with verbal abuse of children and compared them with 398 cases without verbal abuse.
Perpetrators of verbal abuse of children were more likely to be male, alcoholic, and with previous
criminal convictions than those without verbal abuse. Additionally, perpetrators of verbal abuse of
children were more likely to be hostile and controlling toward children, discriminate amongst siblings,
and favor one child over another than those without verbal abuse. Finally, we discussed practical
applications for prevention of child abuse and verbal abuse in particular and limitations of the study,
and made suggestions for future research.
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