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An Analysis of News Coverage on the Filibuster for the Anti-Terrorism Act
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze how the Korean liberal and conservative newspapers cover the filibuster
for blocking the passage of the anti-terrorism act for the protection of citizens and public security by
the main opposition party. For the comparative analysis of the Korean liberal and conservative
newspapers, this study analyzes how the newspapers used news frame, news source, key word, and
news theme.

To analyze the effects on news coverage of the newspapers’ ideological orientation, this study selects
six newspapers: Hankyoreh Shinmun, Kyunghyang Shinmun, Ohmynews from liberal newspapers and
Chosun llbo, Donga llbo, Joongang /lbo from conservative newspapers. According to research findings,
the liberal and conservative newspapers show clear distinction while using news frames when the
newspapers cover the filibuster. The liberal newspapers cover the filibuster as a positive political action
while the conservative newspapers cover the filibuster as a negative political action. In addition, as key
word, “disturbance” is mentioned most by the conservative newspapers while “poisonous clauses” is
used most by the liberal newspapers. As a result, this study shows that newspapers are influenced by
ideological orientations while covering political issues.
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