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Theological Reflection on the Hope Found in Suffering:
Focusing on the Book of Job and the Theology of J. Moltmann
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This study reflects on suffering, a theme of anthropology, from a Christian theological point of hope.
It suggests that suffering is not a negative experience, rather a medium of hope that can be a positive
driving force in life and an opportunity to reach personal maturity. It aims to deepen the content of
anthropology regarding the meaning of suffering by discovering a new harmony within the relationship
between pain and hope. The book of Job denies the theodicical concept that justifies suffering as
punishment for human sins and opens a new horizon of understanding the suffering as a space of hope,
where men can experience the Love of God in the relationship with God. In his theology of suffering,
Moltmann broadens and deepens the horizon of understanding as the book of Job discovered. First, he
interprets the history in the hope of an eschatological future when the resurrected Jesus Christ will
bring the final victory over evil and suffering. Then he invites men to proactively resist the absurdity
and suffering revealed through this interpretation. Second, Moltmann reflects on the problem of
suffering in the concept of the Trinity of God who endures active suffering with love for men shown
in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. He offers another hope that enables men to overcome the suffering
in God's love. Therefore, the Christian faith can confess that we can hope in suffering.
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