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Symbolic Aspects Reappearance in Korean Family Films which Float between
'Stay' and 'Change’
-Symbols Reproduced by the Films (The Housemaid) and (The Coachman)-
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Abstract

This study identifies the symbolism of cross symptoms of different classes during the modernization
process based on the imagery of {The Housemaid) and (The Coachman), both of which are Korean
films made in the same era of the 1960s. The study referred to a number of Korean family movie films
in the 1960s, in particular {The Housemaid (1960) and (The Coachman (1961)), which are notably
different in ways of expression and in social class of the subject matter, and identifies how the films
express the mixed aspects of the cross modernization period. The film (The Housemaid) uses a
grotesque expressionist method to voyeuristically look into a newly emerging middle class family, and
the deconstructive aspect of a family unit whose excessive desire leads to its own ruin; thus, the film
presents a new perspective into the various social issues that emerge in the near future. In contrast,
(The Coachman) engages realistic depictions to describe in detail the deep conflict of pain and hope
within the hardships of life from the urban poor through a deep family conflict. Ultimately, the two films
expose the various social issues through the familiar and the unfamiliar that appear from the mixed
aspects of the cross modernization period, in other words, the conflicting images of the traditional and
the modern.
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