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A Morphological Analysis of Korean Business Names
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Abstract

This study is a descriptive analysis of Korean business names listed on KOSDAQ (Korea Securities
Dealers Automated Quotation) from a morphological perspective. A total of 1,358 business names on
KOSDAQ are collected and analyzed in terms of origins and morphological structure. The analysis
exhibits the monopoly of English: only 20% of the names are composed of only Korean elements,
including Sino—Chinese, while 76% of them contain some form of English elements. It is pointed out
that those English elements are not borrowed from English but are created in Korea and participate
further word formation processes. In terms of word formation methods, compounding and shortening
are most common, taking up 90% of all names. Multiple derived forms are used from an identical origin
word, and even bound forms in English are taken and used as independent words, regardless of their
original status in English. It is argued that Korean English is not entirely negative and should be
considered as part of World Englishes.
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biological2 3§t W& ARREZ] A9ttt softwared
Z0Fg9l ‘AT E(87M), pharmaceutical®] EYE<I
HOMH Tt NE U
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k= Holok. oyt 9714 253 &, Jo] @09
S A EAthy siA doj4] EEolY Fof9 of
B/3TH20] A5t Aol ofg} gol R4F g0l
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