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Abstract

This study was intended to examine the academic role of social welfare by analysis the trends of
empathic research in the field of social welfare studies in Korea, and to explore the direction and tasks
to move forward. For this purpose, technical analysis and language network analysis were performed
based on the category system and the frequency of simultaneous language presentation by selecting
academic papers related to empathy in the field of social welfare studies in Korea from 2000 to June
2020. According to the analysis, the number of empathic studies in the social welfare field has
increased steadily since 2000, and the number of studies in the last three years has increased
significantly, and the research field has been mainly in the "social welfare general" category. In terms
of research, the most common research was related to empathy and the relationship between other
variables, while quantitative research was the most important method used in the research. As
empathic-related research increase in social welfare studies, such research results require efforts such
as expansion of research field and research contents and attempts of various research methods.
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