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Who is to Blame for Infection?: Emotional Discourse in Editorial Articles during
the Emerging Infectious Diseases Epidemics in Korea
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The purpose of this study is to understand the relationship between fear and anger emotions in the
discourse produced by the media during the period of major emerging infectious diseases (SARS, Swine
Flu, MERS, and COVID-19) that occurred since 2000 in Korea. The researcher collected editorial articles
of the major daily newspaper after a significant epidemic of new infectious diseases and analyzed them
using the Extended Parallel Processing Model (EPPM) and text mining techniques. In all epidemic times,
fear appears stronger than anger, but the smaller the fear, the greater the risk control message is
produced. In detail, fear emerges strongly in the discourse of the risk of infectious diseases or the
economic crisis. Anger appears strong when the government's quarantine failures, groups where group
infections occurred, and concealing information about infectious diseases. In this process, anger is
strongly expressed against the factors that threaten the safety of society. Anger is also an emotion that
can justify strong quarantine, but it can be the basis for discourse on minority hate. In this respect,
anger is a two-sided emotion, so it must be handled carefully in the media.
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