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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to derive major topics in content R&D and provide directions for
academic development by exploring research trends over the past 20 years using topic modeling
targeting 9,858 papers published in the Journal of the Korean Contents Association. To secure the
reliability and validity of the extracted topics, not only the quantitative evaluation technique but also the
qualitative technigque were applied step—by-step and repeated until a corpus of the level agreed upon
by the researchers was generated, and detailed analysis procedures were presented accordingly. As a
result of the analysis, 8 core topics were extracted. This shows that the Korean Contents Association
is publishing convergence and complex research papers in various fields without limiting to a specific
academic field. Also, before 2012, the proportion of topics in the field of engineering and technology
appeared relatively high, while after 2012, the proportion of topics in the field of social sciences
appeared relatively high. Specifically, the topic of ‘social welfare’ showed a fourfold increase in the
second half compared to the first half. Through topic—specific trend analysis, we focused on the turning
point in time at which the inflection point of the trend line appeared, explored the external variables
that affected the research trend of the topic, and identified the relationship between the topic and the
external variable. It is hoped that the results of this study can provide implications for active discussions
in domestic content-related R&D and industrial fields.
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