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An Analysis on the Issue of the College Admission Systems: Comparison of
Parental Income Level of College Entrants of Early and Regular Admissions
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Abstract

One of the debates regarding the college admission systems is about which admissions screening
works as a mechanism for social mobility, between early and regular admissions. This study attempted
to contribute to related discussions by analyzing the income level of college admissions students
according to the admissions screening (early vs. regular admissions) using data from the third year
survey of the Korean Education & Employment Panel Il (KEEP Il). Analyzing the dataset, we found that
parental income was almost the same between students admitted from early and regular admissions.
To be specific, average monthly parental income was 586.4 million Korean Won for students admitted
from early admission while it was 585.4 million Korean Won for those admitted from regular admission,
which means that the difference between the two was neither practically nor statistically significant.
Applying the chi-square test, we tested whether the relationship between parental income and types
of college admissions and found no statistical significance. Finally, categorizing colleges where students
are admitted by ranking, we compared parental incomes among students. We found that parental
income was higher for top-ranked universities, and that parental income was higher for students
admitted from early admission. We concluded that early admission can possibly be an admission
system for “well-offs” between the two, and that early admission may not be working as a pathway
to facilitate social mobility compared to the regular admissions.
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