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Is the Youth Generation Free from the Digital Divide?
—-A Study on the Utilization of Mobile Information of the 2030 Youth Generation
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Abstract

This study aim to demonstrate and categorize the status of level of mobile information utilization of
the 2030 youth generation, and to identify factors that may affect the digital divide within the
generation. For this purpose, 1779 data were analyzed using materials for the 2018 digital divide survey
in Korea Ministry of Science and ICT. According to the level of information utilization, the consumers
were categorized into three types : reference group (46.5%), high utilization group (27.2%), and low
utilization group (26.3%). There were statistically significant differences in demographics variable,
consumer capabilities, living satisfaction by type of consumer. In addition, the factors influencing the
digital divide of the high utilization group and low utilization group were identified compared to the
reference group. It is meaningful that this study confirmed the actual gap of information utilization and
raised the possibility of the digital divide within the 2030 youth generation.
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