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Abstract

This study is to criticize whether festivals as cultural activities form cultural values by guestioning
about the animal cruelty in Korean festivals. Changes in the social awareness of animals and the
viewpoint that shifted from human-centered thinking to values of the environment and life served as
an opportunity to look back on animals. This study looked at festivals using animals in Korea and
especially analyzed the four major animal festivals that have been criticized. A qualitative study method
interpreting opinions, evaluations, alternatives, and arguments of cultural tourism and animal rights
experts was implemented by conducting interviews with experts of cultural tourism and animal rights,
who have conflicting views about animal festivals. The primary topic of discussion is a sharp criticism
that ‘sales of products based on innocence’ is a commercialized cultural value. The expression that
‘wrongful traditions do not need to be protected’ is an escape from the customary memory of traditions
that do not create cultural values. The act of stopping the long malpractice of traditional animal violence
is the very act of creating ‘cultural values.’
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