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Abstract

It is common to say that Korean journalists’ professionalism including the public broadcaster KBS is
immature. This study used the Q methodology to explore the subjectivity that KBS reporters and
citizens have formed about reporters' occupational achievements. we tried to find out the background
and reasons of the subjective dimensions of journalists regarding the immature state of Korean
journalists” professionalism. Under a condition for sorting of ‘a reporter most likely to be promoted,
using 95 statements related to the reporter's occupational achievements, 30 KBS reporters, 10
university students who were eager to be a journalist, and 40 ordinary people of various ages, a total
of 80 participants took part in the Q sorting. A total of 3 Q factors were extracted, then analyzed in
detail into a total of 6 reporter types divided into (+) and (=) sub types for each factor. As a result,
six types of perceptions and attitudes were named as 'a professional reporter','a schemer reporter’,'an
organizational loyalty reporter’, 'a passionate reporter','a careerist reporter’, and 'a reliable worker'. This
study can be meaningful in that it further deepened and expanded the existing researches concerning
Korean journalist's professional identity.
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