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Abstract

A recent rapid growth in the number of Chinese international students in Korea has generated interest
in the key factors to affect their acculturation in domestic culture. In accordance with the growing
interest, the present study aims to empirically test and analyze the effects of demographics (gender,
age, the length of stay, the length of Korean language education and the level of Korean language
skills), SNS use patterns (personal network sizes and hours of use for Korean and Chinese SNS, and
motivations of Korean or Chinese SNS uses), and social support through Korean and Chinese SNS on
acculturation for Chinese international students in Korea. A total of 322 Chinese international students
in Korea participated in the online survey. Results showed that use of Chinese SNS for entertainment
had an negative impact on the acculturation, while the use of Korean SNS had an overall positive
impact. Finally, this study suggests that the practitioners regarding the issue of acculturation for
international students in Korea should focus more on specific guidelines to help their appropriate SNS
uses rather than on to prevent their SNS addiction problems.
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