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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the status of medical service use of foreigners living in Korea
by their nationality and types of national health insurance. As of 2018, 1,058,886 people were extracted
from the qualification DB, excluding people whose insurance premium is missing. The data analysis
showed that nearly 78% of foreigners with national health insurance used medical services and the
countries with the largest number of users were China, Vietnam, and the United States. The total cost
of treatment per capita was highest in the United States regardless of hospitalization and outpatient.
The number of medical treatments per person, and the medical expenses of outpatients & inpatients
services were highest among the regionally—insured and the length of stay per person was highest
among the workers’ dependents. Lastly, it was found that Chinese and regionally-insured received
much more benefits than other groups compared to the premium they pay. After July 2019, foreign
nationals residing in Korea for six months or longer are obligated to enroll in the national health
insurance program. Since the latest data was in 2018, the result did not properly reflect the current
situation, but it is meaningful that it made basic data for future comparative analysis.
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