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Adult Readers’ Responses to Picturebooks Portraying Play
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore whether reading picturebooks portraying children’s play assists
adult readers to recall their childhood play memories according to the narrative model of human
development. In this study, adult readers recalled their play memories before and after reading a
picturebook depicting children’s play. Adult readers’ responses to the picturebooks were also collected.
The types of play from their memories were categorized and the responses were qualitatively analyzed
through open coding. The results indicated that first, before reading picturebooks portraying children’s
play, the type of play that adult readers mostly recalled was games with rules which happened outdoor.
Second, after reading a picturebook, adult readers recalled new play memories which contained more
detailed elements of narratives. Third, most adult readers responded to picturebooks either emotionally
or aesthetically. This study suggests the perspective on picturebooks as a literature and art genre for
readers from birth to death. In addition, as an evocative object, a picturebooks could assist adult readers
to recall and rediscover their childhood.
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