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Complicative Mystery Structure Shown in the TV Drama Misty

: Focusing on Delaying Strategy and Genre Hybrid
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Abstract

TV drama {Misty), aired on JTBC in 2018, used several fictional and linguistic clues on the murder
case. It effectively delayed the process of inferring the perpetrator by utilizing ‘ambiguity’ and ‘'trap’,
which enabled the double interpretation of the the main character's diaglogue and action. This delay
could be made by employment of genre hybrid, cognitive process and knowledge of viewers about
typical romance plot and mystery plot in TV drama. In other words, {Misty) could be evaluated as a
special genre hybrid case that disturbs viewers' perception of genre in that the correct reasoning
process began from the point that overturned the viewer's expectation about typical romance genre
dramas in which male main characters mostly devoted to love.

The complicating mystery structure shown in {Misty) is against the opinion that the traditional
mystery structure is difficult to succeed in TV dramas. Also, from the perspective of hybrid genre, it
is different from the usual mechanical combination of two different plots. These characteristics in
(Misty) are worth to highly evaluated.
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