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Analyzing Factors Affecting Foreign National Students’ Life Satisfaction Utilizing
Neo-racism as a Theoretical Framework
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Abstract

This study attempts to investigate what systematic support is needed for foreign national students
studying in South Korea by analyzing the relationship between foreign national students’ life satisfaction
and experiences of discrimination. The study utilized neo-racism as a theoretical framework and
assumed that foreign national students’ experiences of discrimination may lower life satisfaction while
disrupting related policies to be effective. Cluster sampling was used to collect surveys, and a total
number of 322 cases were analyzed. The study result reveals that experiences of discrimination
resulting from students’ nationality and Korean language pronunciation led to low life satisfaction in
general. Based on the findings, the authors suggest ways to promote awareness around (un)intentional
discriminatory actions both at institutional and political levels.
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