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Abstract

The unprecedented pandemic caused by the COVID-19 has led to a massive global public health
campaign to slow the spread of the virus. Thus, this study examines the importance of individual's
prevention behavior intention by adapting health belief model(HBM). In addition, we added social
variables to understand the prevention behavior better considering the situation in which collective
behaviors are important. The online survey results(N=298) showed that higher level of perceived
severity, perceived susceptibility, perceived benefits, perceived peril, perceived social norms and lower
level of perceived responsibility led to higher prevention behavior intention. Peril was the most
influential factor among all the variables. In addition, perceived severity and social norms followed after
that. Additional analysis also implied that socio-HBM model we proposed better explained the
prevention behavior intention than traditional HBM.
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