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Clinical Practicum Experiences of Local Nursing College Students
at a University Hospital in the Seoul Metropolitan Area
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Abstract

This study was conducted to examine the experiences of nursing students during a clinical practicum
at a university hospital in the Seoul metropolitan area. The participants of the study were 12 senior
nursing students from J city, and the data was collected from September 29 to October 12, 2017, using
interview questionnaires. The collected data was analyzed using Colaizzi's phenomenological analysis
method. As a result of this study, there were three categories and nine theme clusters. In the category
of ‘high—quality practical education’, ‘the participants had high expectations prior to the practicum' and
‘satisfaction with the practical instruction of education' as well as identified ‘the opportunity to consider
for future career’. In the category of ‘experiences with independent social life', the participants described
about their freedom away from everyday life’, ‘challenges of problem=-solving alone', and identifying ‘the
importance of human relationships' in unfamiliar surroundings. In the category of ‘lack of support system
in practicum’, the participants reported ‘difficulties in preparing for practicum due to lack of information’,
‘lack of financial support’ and ‘the fear of living in an unsafe environment'. The results of the study will
be used to as a basic data to find a high—quality clinical practice education environment by identifying
what clinical practice students experience at university hospitals in the metropolitan area.
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