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A Study on Relationship between Contact with North Korea and North Korean

Settlers and Perceptions of Unification : Multiple Mediator Effect of Intimacy with
North Korean Settlers and Perception of North Korea
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Abstract

This study presents the results of an empirical analysis on whether the experience of contact with
North Korea and North Korean settlers affects the perceptions of unification. Specifically, the purpose
of this study was to examine whether the contact experience enhances intimacy with the North Korean
settlers or raises a friendly perception of North Korea.The results of this study are as follows. First, the
experience of contact with North Korea and North Korean defectors had a positive effect on intimacy
with North Korean settlers, friendly perception of North Korea, and perceptions of unification. Second,
intimacy toward North Korean settlers and perception of North Korea played a mediating role between
contact experience and unification consciousness.
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