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The Relationship between Outcome Expectancy and Adolescents’ lllegal Use of

Music Sources: Double Mediating Effects of Reward Sensitivity and Social
Dilution of Responsibility
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Abstract

This study aims to identify the relationship between outcome expectancy and illegal use of music
sources, and examined the parallel double mediating model of reward sensitivity and social dilution of
responsibility on that relationship. To achieve the purpose this study, data were collected from 302 male
and female high school students living in Seoul metropolitan area, and a double mediating effect was
analysed with PROCESS Macro 3.5 Model 4. Results indicated that outcome expectancy was positively
correlated with reward sensitivity, social dilution of responsibility, and illegal use of music sources of
high school students, whereas reward sensitivity and social dilution of responsibility were positively
correlated with illegal use of music sources. This study found that reward sensitivity and social dilution
of responsibility were mediating outcome expectancy and illegal use of music sources in parallel. These
findings suggest that psychological mechanisms lead adolescents use illegal music sources might be
important, and provide useful information for making strategies to prevent adolescents’ uses of illegal
music sources.
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