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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the factors influencing the clinical competence of nurses, using a
descriptive correlational study design. Data were collected through questionnaires administered to 170
nurses working in a general hospital in Gwangju city and Jeollanam-do province from March 24 to May
27, 2021. There were significant differences in clinical competence according to age, marital status, and
educational level. Clinical competence was significantly correlated with nursing professionalism (r=.600,
X.001), critical-thinking disposition (r=.568, ©.001), communication skills (r=.658, ©.001), and nursing
practice environment (r=.353, ©{.001). Factors influencing clinical competence were communication
skills, nursing professionalism, critical-thinking disposition, and age, which explained 54.0% of the total
variance. It is necessary to develop educational programs to improve the communication skills, nursing
professionalism, and critical-thinking disposition of nurses. Additionally, Institutional and national
measures are needed so that nurses can continue to work in hospitals.
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