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Abstract

Although the number of people insured by private health insurance in Korea is steadily increasing, the
household burden or the status of multiple purchasing for private health insurance has not been addressed.
In this study, data of the 2011-2018 Korea Health Panel Survey was used to examine the purchasing trend
of Korean households' private health insurance. Households with more than three private health insurance
per household member were defined as the ‘poly—purchases’. The logit model was applied to analyze
factors associated with poly—purchase of private health insurance using 2018 cross—sectional data. From
2011 to 2018, the number of insurances purchased by Korean households increased (4.0 to 4.6), the
number of insurances per capita increased (1.3 to 1.6), and the proportion of the poly—-purchasing
households increased (5.2% to 10.8%). As a result of logit analysis, the probability of poly—purchasing was
increased when the household head was a woman, with a high level of education and income, and when
the job of the household head was a service or sales. Poly—purchasing was less likely when the family was
subsidized with Medical Aids and suffered with more chronic diseases. The results of this study serve basic
evidence for establishing policies regarding private health insurance, such as establishing the relationship
between public and private insurance.
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