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The Function of the Imaginary Companion in the Picturebooks
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Abstract

This research is to find out what kinds of function imaginary companions do to the characters in a
picture book featuring imaginary companions. To this end, a total of 26 picture books featuring
imaginary companions published in Korea were analyzed using content analysis to assess the function
of imaginary companions in the relationship between the main character and imaginary companions. As
a result of the study, the imaginary companions were found to play the function of playmates (77%),
care givers and/or advisers (42%), companions (42%), other egos (38%), those who get wish realized
(23%), those who sharing emotion (23%), and emotion controllers (19%). In the picture book, the
imaginary companion was performing various functions according to the situation and needs of the
characters. Mostly two to three (2~3) kinds of functions were performed in the each analyzed picture
book, and as a result of analyzing trends out of 26 picture books, it showed that there are three types
of trends in relationship, which was horizontal, vertical and other egos. The imginary companions
depicted in the picture books were not only being who helps realize whishes, take care of main
characters, and control their emotions, but also appeared to share hearts, project other ego and be a
good friend with an equal level of relationship that plays together always.
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