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An Ethnographic Research on the Practice of Maeul Community Media
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This study examines the practice of maeul community media as follows; Who, why, and how the role
of participants is related to the operation of maeul community media, and the participation
requirements. For this purpose, the maeul newspaper published in rural areas was approached by
ethnographic Research, and participation observation, in—-depth interview, and content analysis were
performed. In conclusion, it was confirmed that harmonious participation of residents is the core
condition of maeul community media practice. Residents' participation is based on the requirements of
spontaneity, openness, talent donation, and local relationship. Spontaneity is a desire and effort for the
activation of the community as a member of the local community. Openness is related to the operation
structure of maeul community media where anyone can freely participate. Talent donation is based on
their experience, knowledge, and expertise as a concrete practice of resident participation. Local
relationship is the network of community that connects spontaneity and practice, and the operating
structure of maeul community media. These requirements should be operated positively to ensure the
function of maeul community media and sustainability.
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