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Analyzing Predictors of Gamer Issue Participation: Focused on the Role of Media
Source, Corrective Action, and Attitudinal Information
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Abstract

This study examined the effects of game genre, news media with differing political ideologies, and
game-related information sources on gamer issue participation by performing a hierarchical regression
model, using an online survey on Korean gamers (N=1,362). As a result of the study, playing specific
genres of games played a positive role in gamer issue participation. The group behavior or collective
action for or against game regulation reported in the liberal/moderate media acted as a mobilization cue
for readers and potentially encouraged gamers to take social action. But the conservative media, which
used governmental organizations and interest groups as sources of information, had a negative impact
on real-life participatory behavior. The biased journalism practice of the mass media on game-related
social issues influenced gamers’ social and political behavior through corrective action. This study is
significant in empirically analyzing the relationship between political ideology, game genre, media use,
and gamers’ social participation. The current research suggests the improvement of game regulation
policy and the need for theoretical and conceptual expansion of game research.
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