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A Case Study on Corporate Character Designs: A focus on Korean and the U.S.
Cases
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Abstract

Using content analysis, this study explored design differences between Korean and the U.S. corporate
characters. Top 100 corporate logs are collected from Korea and the United States. The results showed
that Korean characters appear a group of or friends than the ones of the U.S. This result stems from
the collective nature of Korea. Korea used more motif of things than the U.S., and Korean personalized
characters more often that those of the U.S. Uses of human and animals did not showed statistical
differences. In addition, it is found that Korea used blue as main color, and the U.S. used red as main
color more often. The number of colors used in character design is not statistically different. These
findings could provide academic implications that cultural differences could be adapted to corporate
character marketing, and also provide managerial implications.
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H 1. Cultural dimensions of Hofstede

Country| PDI IDV MAS UA LTO IVR

Korea 60 18 39 85 75 29

the U.S. 40 91 62 46 26 68
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H 2. Cultural dimensions of Trompenaars & Hampden—Turner

Country| UNV | IDV | EMO | SPC | ACH | SYN | ENV

Korea 42 535 | N/A 50 465 | 528 | 555

the US.| 72 65 43 83.5 81 43 57
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E 5. Groups of characters

Variables Korea the U.S. x2 Sig.

Group 33(53) 22(69) 4.16 .041*
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E 6. Motif
Variables Korea the U.S. x2 Sig.
Human 20(65) 27(62) 1.02 312
Animals 30(54) 36(52) 1.44 487
Things 34(52) 19(72) 7.33 .007 « =
Personification 58(28) 40(49) 9.94 .007 » «
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E 7. Ratio of characters

Country | M. S.D. | MS. F Sig. N
Korea 2.01 74 15830 | 27.3 | .000«* * * 85
the US. | 3.16 1.90 90
Total 2.60 | 1.56 175
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H 8. Main color

Country |Blue|Red|Yellow | Green| Black |etc| Total | x2 | Sig.

11. 1.036 *

Korea | 25 | 16 7 16 0 |22 86 91

the US. | 12 | 24 9 10 2 |33 9
Total 37 | 40 16 26 2 55| 176

MeE w0l M8 Aejo] ke BT u]ato]
EAH o Foulst Ao Ho|x] g Zow ek
FeH(.05). 7% ol o8] gto] xirk sl o
AQlg HTsithe Aol FHto] Zejavt o Be A
o= dslaAet 7HI5E AXEA it

H 9. The number of colors

Country M. S.D. M.S. F Sig. N

Korea 421 1.38 94 | 0.466 .496 84
the US. | 4.06 1.45 90
Total 413 1.42 174
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