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Generational Fandom Culture Shift in K-Pop Idol Fandom and Social Media Use
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Abstract

Given that the current Idol fandom has been enormously affected by the development of digital
technology such as the Internet, mobile or social media, this study explored how generational fandom
culture has been shifted depending on the fandom’s use of differential online platforms and services,
i.e., online community vs. social network services. The survey results indicate that 3 generation
fandom showed significantly greater intimacy, greater attachment/worship, greater similarity toward Idol
stars as well as greater fandom loyalty and greater fandom identity than 1% and 2™ generation fandom.
Similarly, compared to online community centered fandom, social network centered fandom showed
greater intimacy, greater attachment/worship, greater similarity as well as greater fandom loyalty and
identity than community—centered fandom.
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