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A Feature—based Approach to American English Vowel Production
by Korean Learners

2 e e disEe] vs 9ol Be EekE Ao s 24ste] f=ql9] o] HE Edte] EA4e
YolHE= g FHLOE Tk & Jo] 229 245 A 7 ofyzt 9| AxHAY, szl ¥4, 1
=2 w4ota] =9l At vl A 552 5 e AREH oY

St FoIEE9] AHdES HeElAt Pk Fo HATAL diggEoe] 11719 Fo1 2 /i, 1, e, &, 2, q
0u, 2, v, u, »/7F ZZE 158 Fo Dol LR FARE B, TE5 A B ofye ol & 479
2E AR AT A 24 23, BE Eeg 59 Aol 7 4 E3kkt A= 2eld g
Solot 1/ A2 Lol ol Zo] e A= SRIF I, AWt os SHRET FARZO] HHR
S IR Hop Fgo|et A& Aol Eeke] o EE UEt MEEZS & o olFES /e/7t
B2 A 7 52 AEEE Eo] 47 $5HE Zeo= EAHAT W /a, o, #/E HEolt E&
golM TEH o FotY of¥eE BHYAL AEF /i, u, u/e WA AEAA oHeS BHY. &4 AdE
Aol 9] FHBAE EHT Aol FEol-de/d, I FE0]-AAA F Aol ARt RIS HE

k. ofeh F2 AT 2HE Hige R A nA shEo] A8 F e wSA]d FFHE =2HUH.

W SY0 A M | IR X G0 A | gad ANE | UF/01R XE | dua |

o

Abstract

This study aims to examine Korean learners' production of American English vowel focused on feature
analysis. Specifically, the present study adopts feature analysis so that vowel production is analyzed in
terms of vowel features as well as overall segmental accuracy. To this end, 22 Korean college students
participated in a production test which contained 11 English vowels /i, 1, e1, €, &, a, ou, 0, U, U, A/.
The results revealed that the degree of difficulty varied depending on features: the Korean participants
showed higher accuracy for front/back features than for tongue height features and tense/lax features.
In particular, the participants had more difficulty producing back vowels and non—high vowels than front
vowels and high vowels with respect to tongue height features and lip rounding features. Among the
individual vowels, /e1r/ showed the highest accuracy in feature analysis. On the other hand, /a, o, A/
showed low accuracy with respect to height features and lip rounding features, and high vowels /i, v,
u/ showed low accuracy with respect to tense/lax features. As for the correlation between the vowel
features, tongue height features and lip rounding features are significantly correlated. Also, tongue
height features and tense/lax features showed a strong correlation. Finally, pedagogical implications for
teaching English vowels were further discussed based on the findings of the current study.
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