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A Study on Korean People’s Folklore Faiths
in Apparels

— Focused on the Baby-Delivery and Nursing Clothes -

Jin-Koo Kim
(Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Hanyang University)

The pupose of this study is to collect Korean people’s folkore apparel faiths involving
their wishes for son, their baby-delivery and nursing.

The folkore faiths still are kept in our minds deep inside, influencing our life much.

These faiths must be invaluable cultural remains or elements which can suggest the
ground for our value system, thoughts, views of happiness and even our psychotogical
conditions, In short, they are the traces of our people’s living. In this regard, it is
necessary to preserve them,

Recently, many scholars have been re-awakened of the importance of the folklore
faiths, and thereby endeavor to collect or preserve them, although we have a long way
to go for any systernatic studies of them,

For this study, various literature or sourcess such as books, newspapers, radio and
TV scripts were extensively reviewed, while individual and group interviews were
performed. The literature or sources had been collected for the last 20 years by the re-
searcher,

The results of this study can be summarized as follows:

The folklore apparel faith involving “wish for son” has been closely related with
deep-rooted preference or respect of son, son-centered thought, “the more sons, the
better” thought, prosperity of offsprings, or wish for son’s success,



In the closed “son-first™ or “respectful son” society, women should give birth to a son
if they want to exist in the society or at least be treated as human beings, Their con-
scious or subconscious psychological fear and anxiety drove them to creat, find and
practice the folklore apparel faiths, Thus, they seemn to have attempted to escape from
their psychological fear and anxiety and be relieved in the faith,

The folkore apparel faiths involving the wish for son are such positive ones as “do
this and that if you want to have a son” or “if you do this, you shall have a son”.

For example, those women who wanted to give birth to a son used to try the under-
wear or girdie worn by a woman who had given birth to a son, or they tried an under-
wear made of a special fabric. In other words, the girdle or underwear tried by the old
Korean women was not just simple underwear but a special one for a son. They believed
or wanted to believe that the underwear wouid bring them a son,

Many data show that our old women worn other women’s girdles ro modified them
slightly to suit their body sizes. These findings oppose the tradition that other people’s
clothes should not be worn or at least avoided. Korean people have identified the
apparels with their wearers, which is consistent with the folklore apparel faith involv-
ing “wish for son”.

On the other hand, there were many folklore faiths that infants should not be dressed
in new or pretty clothes, Such faiths seem to have been originated from their fear that
their babies would be harmed by ill spirits (disease or disaster spirits). Namely, they
wanted to hide their babies from the ill spirits. For example, they believed that red
quilt and bag, colored belt or bright color baby toy would protect their babies form the
il} spirits or danger. Qur old people thought that diseases or misfortunes would be
caused by the spirits’ invasion or play. All in all, it is disclosed through this study that
our ancestors’ folklore apparel faith involving child-care were related with their wishes
to divert ill-spirit’s attention from their babies and therby protect the babies from
ill-spirits’ invasion or intervention.



