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The King Sejong’s Striking Clepsydra: (2) Day and Night Time
Announcing System

28 M2 5 8935 @A3dD

Nam Moon-Hyon *+ Seo Moon Hwo - Han Young Ho(Konkuk University)

ABSTRACT
The King Sejong’s Striking water-clock was named for its distictive dav_and night
time announcing svstem. Its time announcing system generatss acoustic and visual

signals for the tweleve double hour, and combinations of two different acoustic signals
for the five night watches. The mechanism of this signal generation system is triggered
by a copper ball which is mechanically digitized time keeping signal, and is generated
from the water clock. The time announcing svstem consisted four parts: 1) the
mechanical amplifier which changes small copper to heavy stesl ball, 2) dayv time
announcing system, 3) night time announcing system, 4) sounding mechanism. The time
announcing system of King Seong’s Striking Clepsidra is remotely related to the Arabic
clock system, however, it does have world-widely distictive mechanisms of its era, such
as mechanical amplifier, self-weight rachet mechanism, and resetable mechanical
computer etc.
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