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Reconstmcuon of Hard Palatal Defects of Bilateral Cleft Palate
Patients using Y shaped Anterior Based Tongue Flap

Myung-Jn Kim,Jong-Hwan Lee",Jong-Ho Lee,Byong-Il Min
Dept.of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, College of Dentistry, Seoul National University

Tongue can be good doner site for reconstruction of intraoral soft tissue defects due to several
advantages ; good vascularity, better texture than skin, moderare chickness and so on.

The purpose of primary trearment of cleft palate is reconstruction of a bartier separating oral cavity
and nasal cavity. The rate of success of secondary osteoplastic surgery is lower in bilateral cases than in
unilateral cases. The main reason of failure is that it is not enough for soft dssue closure to cover the
palatal defect thoroughly. Anterior based tongue flap can be used successfully for closure of palatal and
alveolar defects.

We had experienced 13 cases of antcrior based tongue flap reconstruction in bilateral cleft palate
patients with the residual palatal defects, and in 7 cases newly developed Y-shaped design of the flap was
performed for full coverage of palatal and labial side cleft alveolar defects. The results of this procedure
were very satisfactory and we introduce the technique and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
this procedure with case reports.



