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Abstract
The real strength envelope for soils without cementation goes through the origin and is
curved. The Mohr~Coulomb failure criterion with the strength parameters ¢ and ¢ from
conventional tests overestimates the shear strength available at low normal stresses. The
results of laboratory tests interpreted in terms of the Mohr—Coulomb failure criterion are
not appropriate for evaluation of surficial slope stability, because the range of effective

normal stresses in the [Geld are not used in the laboratory tests.
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