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Surgical correction of secondary cleft lip nasal deformltnes

using rhinoplasty with ear cartilage
Myung-Jin Kim, Sung-Jin Park#, Byoung-Moo Seo, Jin-Young choi, Jong-Ho Lee,

Pill-Hoon choung
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, College of Dentistry, Seoul Naticnal University

in the case of a tissue deficiency with a secondary cleft lip nasal deformity, a graft can be
beneficial to columellar lengthening or to create symmetrical nostrils. The current study used ear
cartilage grafts to correct secondary cleft lip nasal deformities with a tissue deficiency or nostril
asymmetry.

A total of 15 patients who were born with complete cleft type were operated between 1992 and
2001. Of these patients, 9 were men and 6 were women, and the age distribution was 10 to 28
years old. In 6 patients with unilateral cleft lip nasal deformities and In 9 patients with bilateral
cleft lip nasal deformities, columellar lengthening, correction of septal deviation and tip projection
were performed using ear cartilage graft with open rhinoplasty incision. The follow-up periods
ranged from 1 to 4 years, and al! patient demonstrated a good clinical results. Descended alar
cartilage, decreased projection and lateralization of the alar dome, asymmetrical nostril base and
septal deviation were corrected.

In conclusion, ear cartilage grafts are very useful in the correction of secondary cleft lip nasal
deformities because the procedure is simple to perform, provides cartilaginous structures, and
vields good results with minimal donor site deformities.

- 26 -



