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Congenital Aglossia with Situs Inversus Totalis : A Case

Report

Jong-Ho Lee, Yoon-Tae Kims, Myung-Jin Kim
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, College of Dentistry, Seoul National University

Aglossia means the abscence of entire tongue. Aglossia without oral or generalized
malformation has rarely been reported and only in conditions that were incompatible with
life. because nourishment is not possible without the sucking reflex, such patients seldom
live more than 3days. frequently the tongue malformation is combined with jaw and facial
anomalies, such as craniofacial dysostosis, Pfaudler-Hurler syndrome, hypertelorism and
orofaciodigital syndrom. As with all malformations, internal and external factors during fetal
development play an important role in the development of tongue malformations.

The important influence of tongue malformation on postnatal tooth alignment and jaw
development is well known. the clinical features of the oral cavity in a patient with aglossia
are macrosomia. micrognathia, speech problem, TMJ problem, taste and hearing problem.
treatment of aglossia is very limited range. orthopedic approach can be employed from time
to time to guide mandibular growth.

In this case, 6-Year 6month female child had micrognathia, lower arch crowding with Situs
Inversus Totalis. So We performed pre-Op. orthodonthic trearment and now, We plan
osseous distraction surgery.
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